CommonWealth Gardens

Frankfort KY selluswilder@gmail.com
In the summer of 2007, Sellus Wilder and his wéesie Bessinger converted their front
yard into a vegetable garden. So many friendsn@nghborhood children showed an
interest in their yard that they soon realizede¢heas enough support in the community
to warrant a public garden in Dolly Graham Park.
The Frankfort Parks department happily gave themmission to convert a section of this
City park into a community garden. Sellus wentreimadoor distributing fliers inviting
the community to an initial planning meeting. Ctess volunteers pitched in to
establish guidelines and break ground. The gan@ena success, and it soon filled to
overflowing as folks from other neighborhoods &drtio get in on the action.

The organizers of that first garden dedito form a network whose goal is to
establish a community garden in every neighborhindétankfort. They determined that
they could realize their vision within only a fewars by growing exponentially (literally
doubling the number of gardens every year). Theord has actually grown so rapidly
that they are already a full year ahead of schedlitey also expanded their mission to
include school gardens, and are working to inca@ocore curriculum requirements into
these ‘outdoor classrooms’ so that students caodes math, science, and humanities in
a healthy outdoor setting.

Along the way, the network branded itself as ComWerlth Gardens and became an
official non-profit under the guidance of presid&nis Shera and a dedicated board.
UK’s Franklin County Extension Office has been CamnWealth Gardens’ closest ally.
The network is also partnering with the local YM@Ad the ‘Pioneering Healthy
Communities’ initiative (generously supported bg fRobert Wood Johnson Foundation
to combat childhood obesity) in an effort to expantool gardens to every school in
Franklin County. Kentucky State University MBA dants have assisted in the grant-
writing process, and recently helped secure a Hoepot Grant to help with school
gardens. The Kentucky State University Land Grangfam and Agricultural
Department also provide invaluable resources apéréige to the network.
CommonWealth Gardens is also actively partnered thig City of Frankfort, the
Governor’s Office, and numerous community groupshsas the Y-Corps and Go
Frankfort.

One final goal of CommonWealth Gardens is to limk tommunity and school gardens
into a farm-to-school program that will integrabeally produced food into school
cafeterias. To that end, some members are alsmeddn the local farm-to-school
effort, and are working to build support for a ‘commity kitchen.’

The following is a list of gardens that are eithending or currently in the
CommonWealth Gardens network:



Logan Street Community Garden

Todd Street Community Garden

Bellepoint Community Garden

East Frankfort Park Community Garden
Immanuel Baptist Community Garden

Franklin County Women'’s Shelter Community Garden
Frankfort Firefighters Post 2 Garden

Elkhorn Elementary School Garden

Elkhorn Middle School Garden

Hearn Elementary School Garden

Collins Lane Elementary School Garden
Capital Day School Garden

Frankfort High School Garden

The Governor’'s Garden at Berry Hill Mansion
Franklin County Regional Jail Garden (pending)
State Street Community Garden (pending)
Riverside Park Community Garden (pending)

Kentucky State University Garden (pending)



